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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 18 June on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency — 

To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western 
Australia and its dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency: We, the Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to 
Parliament. 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.18 pm]: It seems that it was 
some time ago that I was near the end of my Address-in-Reply speech. I believe I have only 20-odd seconds left. 
With that in mind, I seek leave to extend my remarks for a further 15 minutes, as I am sure that 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich would like to hear them! 

Leave granted.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: As I was finishing off my speech on Thursday, 23 May, I started to touch on the 
importance of the tourism industry and how important it is to our state of Western Australia. Tourism is a major 
economic contributor to WA and, as I said earlier, just as important as our mining and resources industry. We 
need to make sure that we do not put all our eggs in one basket, but I believe tourism is the basket into which we 
need to start adding some of our eggs. Tourism provides 83 000 jobs across WA, providing employment to not 
only regional and remote towns but also our cities and vibrant metropolitan centres. Tourism injects about 
$6.3 billion into our economy each year. As I said, tourism is a major economic contributor to our state. It 
strengthens our communities through employment and infrastructure and creating vibrancy in towns. Many of 
our regional towns survive on tourism and, if it were not for tourism, people would not be popping into their 
towns; they would not be able to attract the facilities and funding required to assist them. 

Hon Ken Baston interjected.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: That is right. Hon Ken Baston, whose office is in Broome, said that he would not see 
anyone! If tourism was not in Broome, it would be a quiet little place. As members know, tourism not only 
provides employment opportunities to our state but also adds facilities, vibrancy and hope to our towns so that 
they do not rely only on agriculture in the region; they have another source of income and attraction to their 
towns. Tourism also creates dynamic places to live. People can enjoy fantastic facilities and the opportunities 
that tourism brings. It is not only the international or interstate tourist who gets to enjoy the facilities, but also the 
local community.  

A little while ago I went across to the Australian Tourism Exchange, which was held in Sydney. It was held here 
last year and it was a fantastic event with more than 2 000 people attending. At the Australian Tourism Exchange 
each state in Australia is able to showcase its tourism attractions to the whole world. In fact, 40 different 
countries come along to the Australian Tourism Exchange. The WA stand was absolutely impressive. The 
quality of the representation was outstanding through not only the infrastructure put in by Tourism WA, but also 
the efforts of the individual operators who went along and participated on behalf of WA. They went there to 
showcase what we have to offer and to sell tourism attractions and packages. These individuals in our tourism 
industry are very passionate, energetic and dedicated people. I have not seen so much enthusiasm in one place as 
that which I witnessed in Sydney at the ATE. They represented our whole state, from Broome, all the way down 
the coast, through the middle of WA and down to the south west. It was very interesting for me to have them all 
in one place; I was able to travel the whole state by walking a few steps around our stand.  

As I said, ATE goes for four days and the program is set up as like a speed dating system. All the international 
guests, who come along looking to buy packages to sell to their markets back home, make appointments with 
certain individuals with whom they want to meet. With WA, guests may want to speak to people from Broome, 
the south west, Margaret River or the Swan Valley. Caversham Wildlife Park is the main attraction in the Swan 
Valley for our international guests. They might also want an Aboriginal experience. The guests have 15-minute 
appointments with the tourism representatives to find out whether the packages offered could be taken back 
home to sell. It is set up like a speed dating system over four days. Our individuals representing WA sit there and 
every 15 minutes a new person comes and sits in front of them. It is conducted extremely well. Tourism 
Australia needs to be congratulated on that. It is exactly like a speed dating system. As members would imagine, 
a gentleman’s voice over the public address system says, “Meeting 301 is about to start; please take your 
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positions” and everyone moves to their meeting place. Then he says, “The meeting will now commence” and the 
representatives have 15 minutes in which to sell their product to that overseas buyer. Imagine selling that product 
every 15 minutes, eight hours a day, for four days. These people have so much energy and passion. They sat 
there with smiles on their faces and put across their packages with so much enthusiasm. I was extremely proud. I 
was blown away by how vibrant they all were in selling their wares and our state to these international buyers. I 
cannot think of how many appointments they did a day, but one lady I spoke with had over 100 appointments 
over the four days. She had 100 15-minute slots selling the same thing over and over. They are remarkable 
people to do that. They are doing our state a favour by putting us on the world stage and doing us proud. I 
personally thank each operator who went over there on behalf of WA to showcase what we have. As we in this 
place all know, we have some amazing attractions and destinations in WA. But without these people showcasing 
our state, we would not have international travellers coming to our state.  

The ATE environment is quite competitive because every state of Australia is there thinking that it is the best. Of 
course we all know that WA was the best over the four days. A couple of ATEs ago WA started giving away free 
coffee, which attracted a lot more people. Melbourne decided that it would also do that. I thought Melbourne 
would have the best coffee, but I am pleased to say that the WA stand was hands down the winner on coffee for 
the ATE conference. I put the challenge to Melbourne for next year; it needs to beat our coffee.  

Hon Liz Behjat: It is usually cheaper though.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: That is right. Part of this government’s tourism strategy over the past couple of years 
has been to increase the tourism events calendar and to try to get WA on the world stage. I am thrilled about one 
of the most recent events; on Saturday I welcomed the finalists of the Taste Master competition to WA. The 
competition comes under the Best Jobs in the World campaign. Tourism Australia created this competition to 
attract more young international visitors to Australia. Currently, the youth international visitor makes up 
25 per cent of visitors to Australia, which contributes nearly $12 billion annually to tourism. The Best Jobs in the 
World campaign has been taken on by six states around Australia and each state offers a unique best job as a 
prize. WA’s prize is the Taste Master, which means the winner needs to travel our state, tasting our wine and our 
produce, and showcase that to the world. Three finalists are vying to get this job. The winner will be announced 
on Friday and I look forward to following them. I encourage members to also follow them. Their job is to sell 
WA’s food, wine and beer produce to the world and to make people want to come to WA for their next holiday.  

Noting that I have only five minutes left, I will close my speech on a priority of mine that I have raised in this 
house a number of times; that is, the value of the right to vote. After the state election, many of us were involved 
in the scrutineering process. The federal election is coming up and there will be the opportunity for more 
scrutineering. I noticed that this year there seemed to be a higher number of informal votes. That saddens me, as 
I have spoken in this place before about the lack of understanding of how to vote and of the value of the right to 
vote. Over the next four years, I look forward to working with the Minister for Electoral Affairs, Hon Peter 
Collier, to find ways to educate our school students and migrants. Also, as Western Australia’s interstate 
population increases, we must look at ways to target those people who have made Western Australia their home 
because the voting process around Australia is very different. 

I am not sure what other members saw on the day when they were scrutineering, but the amount of votes on the 
ballot paper with just the number “1” and nothing else was extremely high, as opposed to the informal vote that 
is just a scribble or nothing is added. That tells me that the informal vote was not done deliberately, but that it 
was a mistake. The number of those types of votes is pointing to it not being a deliberate informal vote but more 
of an uneducated vote or a mistake. It is our responsibility in this place to make sure that we improve people’s 
knowledge of how to vote. If I dare make a suggestion, maybe we should consider whether just the number “1” 
vote and nothing else should count and that the vote is exhausted after that and no preferences are given. That is 
done in New South Wales and Queensland. It is a shame that a number of people vote incorrectly, believing that 
their voice is being heard. A lot of Italians in a booth voted “1” as they would back home thinking that the voting 
system was the same here. They want to vote but we are losing their vote, which is sad. I am not saying it is sad 
for a particular party that they vote for. This is about people having the right to vote and having their voice 
heard. As members of the former Parliament know, I am passionate about making sure people understand how 
lucky we are to live in a democracy and stand up and say what we like in this place and to live in a country in 
which we are not scared to speak against the government or say anything. Many people move to Australia for 
that way of life and for that type of safety. I would like to encourage them to understand how to ensure that their 
voice is heard and their vote is counted. I know the minister agrees with me. 

After the state election, I did some research on informal voting. In 1993, the number “1” only vote was 22.7 per 
cent and in 2008—the 2013 results were not up—that number increased by 10 per cent to 32.7 per cent. The fact 
that informal voting that was not done deliberately has gone up by 10 per cent and the deliberate informal vote 
has dropped by nearly seven per cent from 41.4 per cent in 1993 to 34.1 in 2008 — 
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Hon Col Holt: It could be all those people from Queensland and New South Wales who do not know how to 
vote. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: And do not understand that they cannot just vote number “1”. 

Again, I look forward to working with the minister on that. I thank the people of the East Metropolitan Region 
for giving me another four years to represent them. Hopefully, I will do them proud. 

Debate adjourned to a later stage of the day’s sitting, on motion by Hon Peter Collier (Leader of the House). 
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